Bow hunting privileges available on college farms 

By Zach Minshall 
Feature Editor 


Fall is here and with 
the changing of the leaves 
comes the annual bow- 
hunting season. PSC owns 
two farms, and offers stu- 
dents and the community 
a chance to hunt on these 
properties. 

If someone wishes to re- 
ceive permission to hunt 
the two farms, he must first 
contact PSC’s forestry pro- 


fessor, Jeff Jones. Before 
the start of the bow-hunt- 
ing season, Jones holds a 
workshop on safety, regu- 
lations, and boundaries. 

Upon completion of the 
workshop, the hunter re- 
ceives a PSC bow-hunting 
permission certificate. 
Yearly certificate renewal is 
$ 10 . 

Jones took advantage 
of PSC bow hunting when 
he attended PSC and said, 


“It gives students the op- 
portunity to do something 
away from the school,” 
noting that hunting can at 
times, “be relaxing.” 

Jones encourages any- 
one who wishes to partici- 
pate in the workshop to do 
so; however, he has consid- 
ered a GPA requirement for 
student participation, to 
discourage students from 
skipping classes to bow 
hunt. 


Nick Nedrow, a sopho- 
more from Parsons, W.Va., 
takes full advantage of the 
hunting that is offered on 
the farms and said, “It’s 
good that PSC offers stu- 
dents a chance to take part 
in hobbies that someone 
normally would enjoy at 
home.” 

Although he has not 
taken a deer yet on PSC 
property, he said he has 
“seen quite a few, and is 


looking forward to do- 
ing more hunting on the 
farms.” Nedrow enjoys the 
sport because, “It is more 
challenging than hunting 
with a rifle. You have to get 
closer to the animal, which 
sometimes can be tough.” 

Students returning to 
PSC next year can par- 
ticipate by contacting Mr. 
Jones to find out the date, 
time, and location of the 
workshop. 
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Lacrosse and cross country 
added to PSC athletics 



Friday is last day to “W” 

Students needing to withdraw from an individual 
college class must complete the online process in 
MiX by midnight Friday , Oct 25. Enrollment Servic- 
es can assist with withdrawals. That office closes 
at 4:30 p.m. on Friday. 


By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

Potomac State College 
has announced the addi- 
tion of four new sports to 
its athletics program be- 
ginning in the 2013-2014 
school year. 

Potomac State repre- 
sentatives have agreed to 
add men’s and women’s 
cross country in the fall 
and men’s and women’s la- 
crosse in the spring. 

“The addition of these 
sports will continue the 
growth and excitement 
for athletics at the Col- 
lege,” said Athletic Director 
Shawn White. 

Cross country is expect- 
ed to attract students from 
local high schools as well 
as some out-of-state stu- 
dents as well. 

White also believes that 
the college layout is perfect 
for a cross country course 
and can also see NJCAA 
regional events being held 
there in the future. 

Lacrosse is regarded as 
one of the fastest grow- 
ing sports in the country. 
Predominately found on 
the East Coast, lacrosse is 
slowly moving its way west. 

Recruiting will take place 
mostly out of state, and 
will focus on the “hotbeds” 
of lacrosse which reach 
from New York to Virginia. 

All four of these sports 
teams are currently look- 
ing for head coaches and 
once hired, they will spend 


the remainder of this aca- 
demic year recruiting. 

Fundraising efforts will 
begin soon to upgrade 
Stayman Field with artifi- 
cial turf and renovate the 
field house to support the 
lacrosse and soccer teams. 

More fundraising efforts 
will also help build a new 
clubhouse with restrooms, 
concession stand and lock- 
er rooms as well as adding 


a press box and grand- 
stands at Golden Park. 

“I’m pleased to that we’re 
pushing our athletic offer- 
ings and facilities forward 
to the next level,” said 
Campus Provost Leonard 
Colelli. 

If anyone is interested 
in helping the fundrais- 
ing efforts, contact Shawn 
White at 304-788-6879 or 
S AWhite@mail . wvu . edu 


Homecoming Court 



The 2013 Homecoming Court was announced at 
the Homecoming Dance, Oct. 10. 

Sanna Swisher from North Canton, Ohio was 
named the 74th Homecoming Queen; Casey Kidder 
from Scherr, W. Va. was named the 1 9th Homecom- 
ing King. 

Miracle Copeland from Baltimore, Md. was named 
the 1 7th Homecoming Princess, and Brandon Clay 
of Key ser was named the 16th Homecoming Prince. 

More than 270 student ballots were cast to deter- 
mine the recipients of this honor. 


Pre-registration begins now 

Pre-registration for spring semester 2014 begins in 
October. Honors Program students, Promise Schol- 
ars, and students with documented disabilities be- 
gan the pre-registration period yesterday. The gen- 
eral student population may pre-register beginning 
on Tuesday, Oct. 29. Students should see their aca- 
demic adviser for a PIN, then register through MiX. 

WVU transfer today in Davis 

Admissions people from WVU will be on campus 
today for a WVU Change of Campus event in Davis 
Conference Center, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students inter- 
ested in transfering to WVU can learn more about 
the process. 

Halloween dance Oct. 30 

The campus community is invited to the Halloween 
Dance Party in Davis Conference Center on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 30, from 8-1 1 p.m. Dress up as your favor- 
ite Catamount ghost. 

Commuter socials set 

Two more commuter socials are scheduled for fall 
semester in the Student Union Loft. The dates are 
Thursday, Nov. 1 4 and Wednesday, Dec. 4. Noon- 
time pizza and bottled water will be available for 
free. Everyone is welcome. 

Learning disabilities movie 
to be shown in Davis Center 

Misunderstood Minds, a documentary movie explor- 
ing learning disabilities, will be presented by the So- 
cial Justice Council tomorrow, Oct. 24, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Davis Conference Center. A sign language 
demonstration will follow the film, and light refresh- 
ments will be available at intermission. WVUe 191 
students can earn extra credit by attending this ed- 
ucational event and writing a paragraph describing 
the event and explaining its value or benefit. 
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Professor sees little change coming to US-lranian relations 


By Travis Ferrell 
Staff Writer and 
Brad Heltzel 
Sports Editor 

President Obama’s Sep- 
tember phone conversation 
with new Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani was the 
first contact between the 
presidents of these two 
countries since President 
Jimmy Carter spoke to the 
Shah of Iran in 1979. 

But Engineering and 
Computer Science Profes- 
sor Mohammad Saifi, who 
is from Iran and goes back 
annually to visit his family, 
says better relations be- 
tween the two countries is 
not as simple as electing a 
new president. 

“There is no real differ- 
ence or change when the 
presidency changes,” in 
Iran because, he says, the 
president is told what to do 
by the country’s supreme 
religious leader, Ayatollah 
Khomeini. Saifi stated that 
while the new president 
“wants to talk to America” 
Khomeini does not approve 
and hasn’t allowed ongoing 
communication. 

“This is a very danger- 
ous thing they do, mixing 


politics with religion,” says 
Saifi. 

The economic boycott im- 
posed by the United States 
is also greatly affecting the 
people of Iran. 

The boycott was initially 
implemented after the U.S. 
suspected Iran of con- 
structing nuclear bombs. 
But Saifi believes that the 
main reason for the boy- 
cott is to “provoke the rev- 
olution” from the people of 
Iran to rebel against Kho- 
meini. While the people of 
Iran seem open to the idea 
of a revolution, Saifi says, 
“they have no weapons 
and no resources” to use 
against the Iranian govern- 
ment. 

Saifi sees little hope that 
real change will come soon 
to Iran because “hard lin- 
ers” run the country and 
the new president is mere- 
ly “a puppet” to Khomeini. 
Saifi believes that Khomei- 
ni has no intention of be- 
ginning communications 
to resolve differences. In- 
stead, Saifi says that Kho- 
meini is “blaming America” 
for the poor economy and 
rise in unemployment. 

Saifi says, “The people 


are the only ones who re- 
ally suffer” from the eco- 
nomic boycott. While most 
of the government leaders 
are very wealthy, he says 
people can no longer afford 
simple things such as meat 
and clothing. “The people 
can no longer afford meats 
like chicken and choose 
cheaper options such as 
rice and potatoes.” 

The current standard of 
living in Iran has clearly 
been affected by the boy- 
cott, but it will be most 
damaging to the young- 
er generation. Saifi says 
that many of the Iranian 
youth can’t afford even a 
high school education and 
are dropping out after the 
ninth grade. Also, the job 
market has plummeted, 
forcing many young peo- 
ple to live in their parents’ 
home. 

Saifi says that “there are 
no jobs,” but people can’t 
afford to move from the 
country. With 70 percent 
of the Iranian population 
being under the age of 30, 
the lack of jobs may send 
the upcoming generation 
into a severe economic de- 
pression. 


SGA discusses meal plans 


By Ryan Beckman 
Editor 

At recent Student Gov- 
ernment Association meet- 
ings, a variety of student 
issues were discussed. 

The Potomac State rep- 
resentative to the Advi- 
sory Council of Students, 
a statewide student orga- 
nization representing all 
West Virginia public colleg- 
es, reported back to SGA 
about her meeting, which 
focused on the impact of 
state budget cuts. 


Weekend student trips to 
Rainbow Lanes were also 
on the agenda, but the 
trips were put on hold due 
to finances and dates. 

Carol Combs, directory of 
auxiliary services, spoke to 
the SGA about meal plan 
options and the possibility 
of menu changes. 

Today will be the last 
day for auditions, from 7-9 
p.m., for the Keyser Talent 
Show, which will be held 
on Dec. 6 at the Church- 


P SC Serves You is active in 


By Luke McKenzie 
Editor 

PSC Serves You was 
started about four years 
ago by faculty members 
Mollie Ravenscroft and 
Ruth Schneider to help 
social work and education 
majors to get community 
contact hours for their de- 
gree. 

The club has only about 
12 members but is still ac- 


tive with community ser- 
vice projects ranging from 
domestic violence aware- 
ness to literacy. 

PSC Serves You Presi- 
dent Ashley Ketterman, a 
sophomore and social work 
major, says she joined this 
club for two reasons: she 
loves to help people and 
she earns community con- 
tact hours. 

One of the many events 
that the club holds is an 


activities 

McKee Arts Center. There 
will be a cash prize for first 
place. One or two judges 
are still needed, if anyone 
is interested. 

On Oct. 30’ there will 
be a dance with DJ, cos- 
tumes, prizes, and drinks, 
from 8-11 p.m. Admission 
is $3. 

Student Government 
would like to thank every- 
one who attended Home- 
coming and came out to 
the dance. 

community 

annual Saint Patrick’s Day 
event for local area adults 
with intellectual and devel- 
opmental disabilities. This 
event, according to Raven- 
scroft, is one of their most 
successful events. This 
event is also Ketterman’s 
favorite. 

If you are interested in 
joining, the club meets ev- 
ery Wednesday afternoon 
at 4:30 in Academy Hall, 
Room 205. 



Professor Mohammad Saifi plans to visit family in Iran 
between semesters or next summer. His flight usually 
takes 16-17 hours , with one stop in a European country. 
Pasquino staff photo 


Financial aid counseling is 
mandatory for non-returners 

Attention: graduating, transferring, and not re- 
turning students. 

All student loan borrowers at Potomac State Col- 
lege are required to complete exit loan counseling 
before graduating, transferring, leaving school or 
after dropping below half-time status. 

Students must complete exit loan counseling 
even though they may be re-enrolling at West Vir- 
ginia University, WVU-Tech, or Potomac State Col- 
lege or transferring to another college /university. 

An e-mail will be sent to fall graduates in mid 
November from WVU’s loan servicer, Educational 
Computer Systems, Inc. (ECSI), requiring comple- 
tion of loan exit counseling. If the exit counseling 
has not been completed within the time frame spec- 
ified, reminder postcards will then be sent to the 
students’ permanent mailing addresses. 

At that time, fall graduates who have not com- 
pleted the exit counseling requirement will have a 
hold placed on their college records. The hold pro- 
hibits the students from obtaining transcripts or 
grades and from registering for classes at WVU and 
its regional campuses. Once the exit counseling 
requirement is completed, the hold will be released. 

Transferring students and students who are not 
returning to WVU, WVU-Tech, or Potomac State 
College for the spring 2014 term should contact the 
WVU Office of Student Accounts at 304-293-4006 
to implement the exit counseling process. 

Repayment of student loans is a serious obliga- 
tion. 
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New dean working on more four-year degrees 


By Jen Battle 
Feature Editor 

The academic dean plays 
an important role in keep- 
ing a school running. Dr. 
Harry Langley, recently 
appointed as PSC's dean, 
says he is adjusting pretty 
well to the college's “beau- 
tiful campus, friendly 
people, and engaging stu- 
dents." 

Langley is involved in 
new program development, 
faculty evaluation, assess- 
ing student learning, writ- 
ing grants, and responding 
to accreditation needs. 

One of Langley's cur- 
rent projects is program 
development. He hopes to 
help faculty develop more 
two-year programs for the 
school, such as one for 
veterinary technicians and 
one for nursing, as well as 
four -year programs such 
as computer information 
systems and agriculture. 

These programs must 
be approved through WVU 


before they can be official- 
ly introduced here at PSC. 
“Verifying the need is an 
important part of that pro- 
cess," says Langley. 

He is also currently 
working with the Reten- 
tion Council of the College 
on an Academic Recovery 
Program to be started in 
January. The plan is for 
students with a GPA below 
1.00 in their first semes- 
ter, and will be designed 
to give students more aca- 
demic support. 

Students who do poorly 
their first semester will 
have an opportunity to 
prove they can do college- 
level work by complet- 
ing the requirements of a 
Learning Contract, includ- 
ing tutoring, taking certain 
classes, and visiting the 
Academic Success Center 
each week. 

In addition to these 
projects, Dr. Langley 
also works with accredit- 
ing agencies, such as the 


Higher Learning Commis- 
sion and the Higher Edu- 
cation Policy Commission. 

The HLC is the regional 
accrediting agency of the 
North Central Association. 
They will be visiting the 
College in April. 

The HEPC requires a 
5 -year plan following their 
guidelines. The plan is re- 
ported through WVU, but 
PSC must also have a plan 
of its own. 

Dr. Langley has degrees 
in Biological Sciences, and 
has taught courses in biol- 
ogy, chemistry, and physi- 
ology. 

For 23 years, he was an 
Associate Provost for Stu- 
dent Retention and Suc- 
cess at California Universi- 
ty in Pennsylvania. There, 
he was also responsible for 
coordinating assessment of 
student learning. 

He currently lives adja- 
cent to campus with his 
wife Diana, “the most beau- 
tiful woman in the world, 
bar none," says Langley. 
They have two dogs, Lady 


Student Affairs is in the 
process of recruiting facul- 
ty, staff and administrators 
who are willing to serve as 
mentors to students who 
struggled academically 
during the fall semester. 

The plan is to assign a 
mentor to a first-year, first- 
time freshman and to have 
them meet with their pro- 
tege once a week for the 
spring semester to build a 
relationship with that stu- 


By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

The Rotaract Club of Po- 
tomac State College will be 
holding a pepperoni roll 
fundraiser until the middle 
of November. The fundrais- 
er will benefit the club's 
efforts to raise money to 
buy a Shelter Box, which is 



and Gracie, and can some- 
times be seen walking 
around campus. “We like 
to get out," he says. “We 
like the exercise, and it's 
pretty." 

In his spare time, Lang- 
ley studies the Bible, and 
also conducts Bible study 
here on campus once a 
week. He and his wife like 
to travel, and their favorite 
place to go is Meadow Run, 
near Ohiopyle in Pennsyl- 
vania. 


dent and to discuss issues 
that they may be encoun- 
tering. 

Studies show mentoring 
can help retain students. 

Mentors will be provided 
training as well as weekly 
discussion topics. 

If you are interested, 
please contact Bill Letrent 
in the Student Affairs office 
by calling 788-6843 or e- 
mailing him at wmletrent@ 
mail.wvu.edu. 


a disaster relief effort box 
designed for high-need ar- 
eas after disasters. Anyone 
wishing to buy pepperoni 
rolls may contact any of the 
club's member or Christine 
Hess at 304-788-6819 or 
at Christine. Hess@mail. 
wvu.edu 


Cats Against 
Cancer raising 
awareness 

By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

Catamounts Against 
Cancer is still going strong 
in its fight. The 2013-2014 
school year will feature 
many different things from 
years past, but the group 
will still holding some of 
their common events. 

The club will be selling 
their famous “boob cook- 
ies" on campus on Tues- 
day, Oct. 23 during their 
annual “Paint Campus 
Pink” Campaign. 

All students are encour- 
aged to wear pink this day 
to show support of Nation- 
al Breast Cancer Aware- 
ness Month. 

They are also currently 
holding a 3 1 Bag Fundrais- 
er that will conclude at the 
end of October and a Pam- 
pered Chef fundraiser that 
will end before Thanksgiv- 
ing Break. 

The club however will 
changing its annual Relay 
for Life event on campus. 

Normally an all-night- 
event, the club has decid- 
ed instead to hold a band 
bash / mini-relay, which 
will be an event lasting 
only a of couple hours. A 
date for this event has not 
been set but looks to be in 
February or March 

Additionally, the group 
will travel to WVU to par- 
ticipate in their Relay for 
Life this year. 

The club meets every 
first and third Thursday 
of every month in Acad- 
emy Hall, Room 205, at 4 
p.m. with special meetings 
scheduled when needed. 

For any questions re- 
garding the club or joining 
the club, please contact 
professor Deanna Armen- 
trout or Club President 
Amber Streets or Vice Pres- 
ident Aren Morris. 


IT Department offers to cure 
student computer virus 


By Eden Getachew 
Staff Writer 

The computer center 
is a place for students to 
have quick access to get- 
ting their laptops fixed 
whether it may be a Mac 
or PC. 

The Computer Center 
is located in the Infor- 
mation Technology De- 
partment, also known 
as the IT department, on 
the ground floor of Acad- 
emy Hall. Their hours 
are from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

Geoff Chenger, co- 
ordinator of informa- 
tional technology sup- 
port, says, “The type of 
work we do on student's 
equipment ranges from 
removing viruses to soft- 


ware updates." 

“Whenever you have a 
problem with your com- 
puter you should call 
the Help Number," says 
Chenger. You can reach 
the Help Desk by calling 
the number 877-327- 
9260. That's the fastest 
way to get any type of 
help on your computer. 

Students shouldn't 
be hesitant to contact 
the computer center be- 
cause they're unsure of 
possible fees; you can 
receive any type of help 
on your computer free of 
charge. 

“You can find me in 
Room 110 of Academy 
Hall if you ever need 
any help or have any 
more questions," says 
Chenger. 


Mentors sought by Student Affairs 


Rotaract selling pepperoni rolls 


CJ Club helps community 


By Nannette Redmon 
Campus News Editor 


Ski Club sponsoring a child for Christmas 

By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 


The CJ Club participated 
in the Care and Share Day, 
Oct. 10. Students went to 
Burlington Homes and the 
Senior Center in Keyser. 

The club has a trip to the 
WVU Crime Scene Center 


tomorrow. 

Club officers are Justin 
Buchina, president; Kayla 
VanMeter, vice-president; 
Sabrina VanMeter, secre- 
tary; Josh Guy, treasurer; 
and Brandon Miller, Ser- 
geant of Arms. 


The Ski Club is currently 
holding a Sheetz coupon 
book fundraiser. 

Books can be bought 
from Faculty Adviser Sheri 
Chisholm or any member 
of the club during lunch- 


time in the Loft. 

Proceeds from the fund- 
raiser will be used to shop 
for a child from Mineral 
County who the club will 
be reaching out to during 
the holiday season. 

The remaining funds will 
be used for the cost of ski 


trips the club will taking 
throughout the ski season. 

The club meets in Sci- 
ence Hall, Room 211, on 
Thursdays at 4 p.m. 

Contact Sheri Chisholm 
at 304-788-7119 or sheri. 
chisholm@mail.wvu.edu 
for more information. 
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“Every person has music in their life...” 


By Zach Minshall 
Feature Editor 

PSC recently welcomed 
a new member to the full- 
time faculty. Dr. Brian 
Plitnik is the new head of 
PSC’s music department. 

Born in Mount Savage, 
Md., Plitnik completed his 
undergraduate studies at 
Frostburg State University 
and his graduate studies 
at WVU. After receiving 
his D.M.A. from WVU, he 
began his teaching career 
at Frostburg State, where 
he taught for 8 years. In 
2008 he began his career 
at WVU. 

Plitnik said, “I am adjust- 
ing well to PSC. It’s a dif- 
ferent type of community 
than WVU and everyone is 
super friendly.” One thing 
that he enjoys about PSC 
is the class sizes, stressing 
that it is easier to learn 40 
names, opposed to 125. “I 


get to know the students 
better this way. It’s a more 
intimate setting,” Plitnik 
said. 

Plitnik pointed out that, 
“this is a transition year for 
the music department here 
at PSC, and I am trying to 
make it as smooth as pos- 
sible for everyone.” Plitnik 
knew his predecessor, Dr. 
John Hawkins, and was 
familiar with his brand 
of teaching. Plitnik even 
played in the orchestra in 
the last production of Mc- 
Neil’s Rangers and other 
musical theatre produc- 
tions at PSC. He said, “The 
level of excellence that 
'Doc’ brought to the shows 
was great.” 

There will be a musical 
theatre production next 
year of “Les Miserables,” 
and Plitnik showed enthu- 
siasm, saying “It’s a great 
show, and we have a very 


talented cast.” 

Seeing value in the mu- 
sical arts, Plitnik said, 
“Studying any type of mu- 
sic can enrich one’s life.” 
He also spoke of music’s 
universal value, saying 
“Every person has music 
in their life.” 

Plitnik has a wife of 
14 years and a 12 -year- 
old daughter. He not only 
teaches music, but is a 
musician himself. He per- 
forms regularly on trom- 
bone and other brass in- 
struments, and bass gui- 
tar. He also teaches private 
lessons and rehearses en- 
sembles at the WVU School 
of Music. Plitnik’s passion 
for music led him to a full- 
time teaching position here 
at PSC. Although he is 
teaching different courses 
now, he is still teaching the 
subject he loves most and 
is adjusting quite well. 
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Day of caring and sharing 

A Day of Caring and Sharing is an activity hosted by 
the Criminal Justice Club. This is the first time for this 
activity; however the club plans to continue it 
Student volunteers pictured above in the front row 
(left to right) are Derek Wratchford, Destiney Rice , Alex 
Cooper ; Tiesha Dawson , Kayla VanMeter, Justin Bu- 
china, Brandon Liller. Pictured in the back row are Jesse 
Barnes , Ben Neilson, David Shoemaker , Tyler Puffen- 

barger, Marcus Helmick, Nannette Redmon, April Alkire, Seth Potts , Sabrina Vanmeter 



Campus sugar maple shows its colors; comforts students 

A beautiful 
sugar maple ; 
the state 
tree , drops 
its leaves in 
October , photo 
by Nannette 
Redmon. Blair 
Harper finds 
a resting spot , 
photo right by 
Zach Minshall 





Photo by Zach Minshall 


Biology professor restores 
red spruce in Canaan Valley 


By Lisa Rodeheaver 
Campus News Editor 

Biology Professor Ger- 
ald Wilcox and his son 
recently joined a group of 
volunteers in Canaan Val- 
ley participating in the Red 
Spruce Ecosystem Refores- 
tation Program. 

Red spruce northern 
hardwood forests once 
dominated the highlands 
of West Virginia, cover- 
ing more than 1.5 million 
acres. Due to excessive log- 
ging practices in the late 
1800s and early 1900s, 
much of the mature red 
spruce forest was reduced 
in the highest elevations of 
Appalachia. 

Today only about 60,000 
highland acres remain in 
West Virginia. 

According to Wilcox 
planting was easy. Volun- 
teers used a device called 
a dibble, which enabled 
them to plant 900 12 -inch 
seedlings before lunch. “It 
was a wonderful opportu- 
nity to give back. Being in- 
volved made our day!” Wil- 
cox said. 

He said that his son 
learned about the volun- 
teering day on the web and 
joined him from DC. 

This ecosystem is im- 
portant for its ecological, 
aesthetic, economic, recre- 



ational and cultural value. 
It supports a diversity of 
plants and wildlife includ- 
ing the endangered West 
Virginia Northern Flying 
Squirrel. 

Funding for this program 
is provided by grants and 
partnerships of diverse in- 
terests who share the com- 
mon goal of restoring the 
red spruce forest. 

The seedlings used origi- 
nate in West Virginia and 
are sent to Minnesota for 
propagation. 

He and his son plan to do 
it again, and he would like 
to see a group of Potomac 
State College students get 
involved in the future and 
volunteer their time to this 
worthwhile program. 
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Cats eye playoffs 


0/47 SPOR7S 

V-ball team wins WPCC 



Cats wrap up season 


By Brad Heltzel 
Sports Editor 

The men's soccer team 
will play their final sched- 
uled game of the regular 
season today as they travel 
to Arnold, Md. to take on 
Anne Arundel Commu- 
nity College at 6 p.m.. The 
Catamounts are an unde- 
feated 8-0 on the road this 
season. Coach Kiddy and 
the Catamounts will then 
gear up for the regional 
playoffs. 

The Catamounts suffered 
their first loss of the season 
this past Sunday in a 5-1 
home loss to Montgomery 
College. Montgomery was 
ranked second in NJCAA 
Division III. Their overall 
record now sits at 13-1-2. 
The Catamounts had won 
their previous 10 contests 
before Sunday's loss. 

In their most recent vic- 
tory the Catamounts up- 
ended Howard Community 
College by a score of 3-1 
in Columbia, Md. Brandon 
Lee provided the spark for 
the Cats as he turned in 
a solid outing with a goal 
and 2 assists. Heading into 
the weekend, Lee led the 
Catamounts with 18 goals 
and ranked seventh in Di- 
vision III. 

Pryor to their victory 
against Howard Communi- 
ty College, the Catamounts 
had pitched two straight 
home shutouts, against 


Lord Fairfax CC and Blue 
Ridge Community College, 
a testament to the goal- 
keeping of Connor Eberly 
who has five shutouts on 
the season, which is tied 
for fourth in Division III. 

In their match against 
Blue Ridge, the Cata- 
mounts scored nine goals, 
their second highest out- 
put of the year. It was a to- 
tal team effort as seven dif- 
ferent players scored goals. 
The Catamounts have been 
aggressively attacking de- 
fenses all season as the 
team ranked sixth in goals 
scored and eighth in shots 
in Division III, heading into 
last weekend. 

The Catamounts have 
outscored their opponents 
61-13 this season for a 
+48-point differential. 



By Ryan Minnigh 
Sports Editor 

The Potomac State vol- 
leyball team is looking to 
continue their hot streak 
to finish out their 2013 
campaign. 

A winning record is cer- 
tain for the team as they go 
into their last two games of 
the season with a 20-6 re- 
cord. 

The Catamounts came 
up big over the weekend 
winning their third straight 
WPCC title in the last three 
years. 

This victory also marks 
the fifth time the team has 
taken the title in the last 
six years. 

On Saturday, the women 
defeated Butler in five sets 
which led them to their ti- 
tle. 

The team split their first 
two games of the match 
and trailed 1 1-8 in the fifth 
before a rally led by Pey- 
ton Smith helped the Cats 
earn a victory. 

Smith finished the match 
with 16 points, 59 assists 
and 21 digs. Additionally 
for the Cats, Michaela Os- 
bourne added an astound- 
ing seven blocks on de- 
fense. 

Offensively, Morgan 
Mongold and Aimee Conley 
amassed 24 points, 29 kills 
and 39 digs. 

Kaitlyn Semler and 
Stephanie Cornachia com- 
bined for 23 kills in the 
match. 

Julia Morikawa added 35 
digs and Alyssa Whitacre 
had 24. 

Tuesday's matchup with 
Northern Virginia Commu- 
nity College was not avail- 
able at press time. 

The Catamounts will 
close out their season on 
Thursday, Oct. 24 by trav- 
eling to McHenry, Md. to 
take on Garrett College at 
7 p.m. 



By Brad Heltzel 
Sports Editor 

In their final regular sea- 
son contest the Lady Cat- 
amounts soccer team fell 
at home to Montgomery 
College by a score of 4-1. 
In the loss Kristen Rayner 
scored the lone goal, while 
goalkeepers Kat Ziebarth 
and Alana Nappi combined 
for 9 saves. 

The ladies had won their 
previous two contests prior 
to last Sunday with victo- 
ries over Cecil College and 
Westmoreland CCC respec- 
tively. In the two victories 
the Catamounts outscored 
their opponents by a score 
of 13-0. 

In their match against 
Cecil College, a 6-0 vic- 
tory, Kristen Rayner and 
Allison Shaw each scored 
two goals, unassisted. The 
defense also played well as 
they posted a shutout. 

In the 7-0 triumph of 
Westmoreland the Lady 
Cats moved the ball well as 
a team, as their textbook 
passing led to six different 


players scoring goals, five 
of which were assisted. 
Goalkeeper Alana Nappi 
collected five saves while 
preserving the shutout. 
Kristen Rayner led the 
Lady Cats in the regu- 
lar season with 10 goals 
and 23 total points. Abby 
Lantz was second on the 
team with eight goals and 
18 points, while Allison 
Shaw also added six goals 
with 1 5 total points for the 
season. 

Defensively, Nappi led the 
team with 38 saves while 
also collecting two wins 
and a shutout. Katrina 
Ziebarth had 23 saves on 
the season, also posting 
two wins and a shutout of 
her own. She also led the 
team in goalkeeper min- 
utes played. 

The Lady Cats played 
Montgomery College yes- 
terday in a postseason re- 
match of their regular sea- 
son finale. The results of 
the first round Region XX 
Playoffs were not available 
at the time of publication. 


Sports photos thanks to 
Raymond Sumer 
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Blame voters for shutdown 


Should college athletes be 
paid for their services? 

YES: 

College athletes go to class and make the GPA requirements 
to play, so why not be able to be compensated in some way for 
what you do for your school? Johnny Manziel quarterback of 
Texas A&M was on the cover of TIME magazine recently with 
the headline “Time to Pay College Athletes.” Even with simple 
occurences like this, Manziel is on the cover of a nationally rec- 
ognized magainze and is techincally not allowed to receive any 
form of compensation for it. A system needs to be put in place 
for student athletes in all college sports to get some sort of com- 
pensation for likeness, or set aside a program so that they can 
get compensation after college. College athletes make money for 
their respective schools in many different ways, and receive no 
benefits in return. So why should the colleges make all the fi- 
nancial benefit when the athlete can’t get any? 

Ryan Beckman 

NO: 

Many college athletes are already going to school on a scholar- 
ship that pays for tuition and room and board. Although some 
athletes do not get money for school and walk on in a sport, that 
is their decision to play a sport in the first place. Also, there is 
no fair way to pay athletes. With sports such as football bringing 
in more revenue, you either have to pay all athletes the same, 
or there will be an unequal balance of payment. It also may not 
seem fair to Oregon Quarterback Marcus Mariota that he would 
be paid the same amount of money as the team’s reserve offen- 
sive tackle. Both systems seem unfair and would cause tension 
within the college realm. It is also important to keep the hu- 
manitarian aspect of college athletics in check. Sports are a rec- 
reational activity and the athletes playing these sports are still 
amateurs. It is important that we can preserve their likeness 
during their college years and pay them in due time. 

Ryan Minnigh 
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The government shutdown ended nearly a week ago as the 
Senate and House of Representatives reached a bipartisan 
agreement that reopened the government and avoided a U.S. 
debt default just hours before the deadline. 

GOP leader John Boehner made an unprecedented move in 
present day American politics by putting his political position of 
power on the line for the good of the country. 

Boehner recognized that the Republicans plan to defund 
Obamacare was “never, ever going to happen.” So, he encour- 
aged House Republicans to approve the deal to offer relief to the 
furloughed workers and the struggling economy. Despite failing 
to defund Obamacare, Boehner said that the GOP “fought the 
good fight, but just didn’t win.” 

Hardcore right-wingers such as Texas Senator Ted Cruz ques- 
tioned Boehner’s loyalty to the party as the Speaker yielded to 
the enormous pressure applied by the Democrats. Boehner, 
however, embodied the true representation of the American 
people by acting for the overall wealth of the country, opposed to 
his own parties’ impossible quest for power, not to mention his 
own personal gains. 

So who’s to blame for the government shutdown that cost the 
U.S. an estimated $24 billion? The answer is likely not whom 
you would think. 

The Republicans certainly didn’t help the cause by striving to 
achieve an unattainable goal, while also failing to form a pro- 
posal within their own party. 

Then there were the Democrats, who in spite of their title as a 
political party, refused to engage in any type of politics, instead 
attempting to place sole blame on the Republicans. 

President Obama faltered as well failing to seize an opportu- 
nity to exercise his leadership and power to create a political 
movement of give-and-take negotiating. Instead he acted as 
nothing more than a child waiting to get his way, refusing to 
participate in politics. 

The blame, however, falls on the shoulders of the already frag- 
ile American people. The problem stems from Obama’s first two 
years of presidency when the American people elected both the 
House and Senate as majority Democrat during which plans 
were made to implement Obamacare. The Republicans sought 
to destroy Obamacare when they regained control of the House, 
which, ultimately, led to the shutdown. In the future, the Ameri- 
can people should avoid placing their trust into one political 
party in an era of corrupt politics, no more clearly represented 
than by the broken government that just reopened. 

Brad Heltzel 

Build a Catamount Catwalk 

A catwalk from the top of Catamount Place, over busy Mineral 
Street, to the main campus is needed. 

The newest addition to Potomac State, Catamount Place, of- 
fers a quieter, more peaceful living environment on the edge on 
the main campus. Although students live in a 24/7 quiet living 
area, right outside their front door drivers zoom through the 
center of Keyser making travel to class difficult and dangerous. 

Students must time their crossing accordingly because there 
isn’t even a crosswalk in the vicinity of the building. A catwalk 
would eliminate the dangers of crossing the street. 

One former Catamount Place resident noted the safety factor 
and added that a catwalk would cut down on the time needed to 
get to class, especially classes at Church-McKee. 

As a commuter myself I also face this issue daily. And, other 
commuters who live or park below campus would benefit too. 

Mineral Street is a dangerous situation that should be fixed by 
cooperation from the school, WVU, and the town. Crosswalk or 
catwalk, a safer way of crossing is a must for students. 

Nick Burton 
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Librarians work hard to gain student interest 


5tudents report paranormal 
sightings, voices, ghosts 


By Luke McKenzie 
Editor 

Virginia Kline and Dave 
Miller, librarians at the 
PSC library, make huge ef- 
forts every season to cre- 
ate unique and appeal- 
ing displays for students. 
Through this few-week 
process Kline does the dis- 
play design and Miller says 
he is pretty much the facil- 
itator, although he credits 
Kline for the majority of the 
display. 

One October display is a 
skeleton resting on top of 
a bookshelf, set in a cem- 
etery. The other display is 
a wild boar, a kayak, and 
other West Virginia out- 
door activities. 

Both of these displays 
actually serve a purpose 
though. The Halloween 
display features Halloween 
books and books about 
haunted places in West 
Virginia. The West Virginia 
display offers a wide range 
of brochures and magazine 
on different things there 
are to do in the state. 

Another display the li- 
brary features is “profes- 
sors’ picks.” On this dis- 
play students can find 
books that your professors 
like and think could help 
you with classes. 

According to Dave Miller, 
“a lot of folks stop” to look 
at these displays. Miller 
said the “boar is a real at- 
tention getter.” 

Virginia Kline says these 
displays are a nice way to 
keep the library from get- 
ting too boring. She said 
that the displays are also 
a convenient way to find 
books on interesting top- 
ics. 




Librarians Virginia Kline and Dave Miller create seasonal 
displays in the library that feature new books and resources. 

Photos by Luke McKenzie 



By Lisa Rodeheaver 
Campus News Editor 

Numerous spirits call 
Keyser home and a few 
have taken residence on 
and around campus. 

Residents of Friend Hall 
have reported eerie hap- 
penings. Dark shadows are 
seen in the hallways, doors 
slam shut for no apparent 
reason and showers are 
heard running. Upon in- 
vestigation no one is show- 
ering. Students have at- 
tempted to open windows 
that won’t raise and aren’t 
locked then will be wide 
open upon returning to the 
dorm. 

Potomac State College 
is situated on the site of 
Fort Fuller a Union Stock- 
ade during the Civil War, 
burned by Confederates. 
Could this possibly be a 
former soldier returning to 
the site of his barrack or a 
former student rumored to 
have committed suicide? 

The beautiful mansion at 
the bottom of State Street, 
“Heritage House,” provid- 
ed a disturbing sight for a 
student last spring. While 
Miranda was walking to 
class she observed a wom- 
an in an upstairs window. 
She smiled and waved to 
the woman, thinking she 
was dressed in a period 
costume. The woman dis- 
appeared before her eyes! 
This apparition has been 
confirmed by a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

Residents at Catamount 
Place, the former Potomac 
Valley Hospital, have heard 
shuffling footsteps and 
felt strange energies. The 


PS C Serves You works in conjunction with Helping 
Hands for the Community Closet Giveaway 


By Luke McKenzie 
Editor 


Each year Helping Hands 
hosts a Community Closet 
giveaway. This year PSC 
Serves You is working in 
conjunction with them for 
this activity. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at Boyce-Hous- 
er Post 4 1 American Legion 
on South Main Street in 
Keyser, on Friday, Nov. 15 
from 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 
and Saturday, Nov. 16, 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Pick- 
ups are also available if 
you contact Cheri Gannon 
at (304)813-0224 or Cheri 


Alt at (304)813-5746. 

For this event they will 
accept clothing, shoes, 
housewares, bedding, ap- 
pliances, furniture, toys, 
electronics, and other 
clean useable items. 

This event gives away 
items free in order to help 
community members in 
need. If you are interested 


in items, the Closet will be 
open on Saturday, Nov. 16 
from 9 a.m.-noon and Sun- 
day, Nov. 17 from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. 

Any clubs on campus 
that are interested in help- 
ing with this are encour- 
aged to contact Cheri Alt at 
(304)813-5746. 


WVU Transfer Day 
Today in Davis 


sub-basement, the former 
morgue, has a freight el- 
evator with a manual door 
that is reported to have 
opened and closed by it- 
self. A former resident re- 
ports the elevator is some- 
times heard moving when 
no one is in the vicinity. 

Alumni Suzanne shared 
her account of paranormal 
activity in her apartment 



above the Lifestyle Fitness 
Center, which is the for- 
mer Huffman Hospital. Su- 
zanne and her roommate 
were always misplacing 
their keys and ID tags, so 
they installed a hook by the 
door specifically for them 
to be hung. “We’d hang the 
keys on the hook at night 
and still have to look for 
them in the morning. We’d 
find them in weird places 
like on the windowsill or on 
the floor in the bathroom!” 
Suzanne said, “That ghost 
made me late for class and 
for work more than once!” 
Sometimes when we were 
in the apartment alone 
we’d feel a presence like 
someone else was there. 

One night Suzanne was 
working on a project at 
her kitchen table when the 
cabinet opened and a box 
of macaroni fell out. I im- 
mediately called my par- 
ents and was telling them 
I wanted to move when my 
cellphone made a crackling 
sound and shut off on its 
own. This happened twice 
more when I was discuss- 
ing another place to live. 
“I think the ghost wanted 
us to stay,” she said with a 
nervous laugh! 

Keyser is a very active 
spot for paranormal activ- 
ity. Many hauntings have 
been reported and con- 
firmed by West Virginia 
ghost hunting teams and 
a former doctor’s residence 
was even feature on the 
television shown Paranor- 
mal State. 

This area is rich in his- 
tory and spirits stay con- 
nected to these hills and 
linger on. 
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How’s it going in your first 
semester at Potomac State? 

Emma Walton- 
Potomac State is a very welcoming 
place. Upon my arrival on campus, ! 


immec 


;e. Upon m 

d lately felt at home. I moved in a 
week early) to begin RA trainingand it 
gave me a chance to get to know some 
students and staff ahead of time. 
Everybody I have encountered so far 
een very helpful and friendk) to 


has 

me. 


am looking forward to spent 
the next two years 


n s 


lerel 


Caitlin Semek 



ngle 

many different clubs and student-oriented activities 
that everyday I make more and more friends without 
know I made the best choice when I 


a problem. 


chose to spend my collegeyears at Potomac State! 
Between the staff, environment, and positive 
energy, what can’t you love?! 


Courtney Davis- 
I was surprised 
how boring it 
was here on 
weekends, but it 
makes me study to 
occupy my time. 





Terrence pletchman- 
School started difficult for me, but 
all my family ever asked was that I 
try my best so that’s exactly what 
I’m doing. College is fun. It can be 
boring at times, Dut that’s life. 


Interviews and photos by Nicki Bittner , Nick 

Burton, and staff 


Malik Gilmore- 
I like the small campus only 
because of the professor/ 
student ratio. There is not 
really much to do on campus 
or in this town. Great scenery. 
You have to think outside the 
box to have fun. It is a good 
learning environment ana the 
college serves its purpose as 
a stepping stone for me into 
a four-year university. I am 
experiencing living on my own 
for the first time . Made some 
mistakes... learned from them. 

That’s what’s important. 



Troy Hise- 
Attending Potomac 
State College as 
a freshmen is new 
and exciting to me. 

I am really enjoying 
my classes so far 
this semester and 
uou realiu receive a 
diversified 
environment here. 
The natural beauty 
of the surrounding 
mountains and the 
convenience of on- 
campus services 
makes a perfect 
combination for me. 

My favorite thing 
without a doubt is all 
the friendlu faces. 





